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white fur, the mouth is dry, and there is a sense of constriction in the
throat. The retching continues, and any attempt to allay thirst by
drinking fluid immediately brings on retching, so that the sufferer soon
learns to avoid liquid by the mouth. Diarrhoea occurs later, often after
12 to 18 hours, but the time of its appearance varies. The stools are
voided precipitately. The first stool is generally very copious, most of
the intestinal contents being voided at one time, and it is accompanied
by pain and tenesmus. Other motions follow at short intervals, these
being 'cholera-like', consisting of watery material containing mucus and
blood. The anus becomes very sore. About the time of the diarrhoea
muscular cramps, particularly in the calves, are distressing and painful.
The patient is fully conscious, restless, and collapsed. The pulse is
small, rapid, and irregular. The skin is cold, clammy, and bluish. The
urine, which may contain albumin and casts, is scanty and may even
be suppressed. The collapse may soon usher in death, and the patient,
although usually conscious to the last, may have convulsions and lose
consciousness at the end.
Since the condition is sometimes mistaken for food poisoning, it may
be worthy of note that in food poisoning retching and vomiting do not
persist, and vomiting may only occur once. Further, the time between
the taking of food and the onset of symptoms is often several hours,
whereas it is not as a rule more than about one hour in arsenical
poisoning. The diarrhoea conies on earlier in food poisoning, and in
most cases the abdominal pain, tenderness, and cramp are much less
severe.
Narcotic form
The gastro-intestinal symptoms are not severe and may be absent.
The patient becomes sleepy and unconscious, sometimes with delirium,
and dies without regaining consciousness. The duration of the illness is
shorter, lasting as a rule 4 to 8 hours. It is a very fatal form.
(6) Subacute Poisoning
There is a form of arsenical poisoning in which the patient appears
after a short acute attack to exhibit symptoms which are associated with
the chronic states. It is sometimes described as subacute poisoning.
The onset is of the violent gastro-intestinal type, and in 24 to 48
hours the symptoms pass off. The abdomen may remain tender, with
soreness of the mouth and throat,, swelling of the salivary glands, severe
and persistent thirst, and no desire for food. Temperature is high. The
urine is diminished and contains albumin and casts. Often skin rashes
appear which may take almost any form. Headache, restlessness, and
sleeplessness are troublesome. The eyes are suffused and the con-
junctivae injected, and the nasal mucosa is inflamed. The strength fails,
the limbs are weak or paralysed, and the heart is rapid, feeble, and
irregular. The patient's mind wanders, consciousness is often lost
"towards the end, and convulsions may usher in death. Jaundice some-